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Preface

With the publication of this new edition, Essential Thai is back, reissued by Orchid Press 
as part of a series of language books by the same author that includes Let’s Speak Thai, Let’s 
Speak Lao, and Thai Reference Grammar. Essential Thai is the original “organic” Thai language 
book, written to answer the question “How is Thai really spoken?” The approach starts from 
the ground up with common vocabulary and phrases you can use right away in Thailand, 
presented in a step-by-step format that builds into more complex sentences and questions 
for a variety of situations. 

Thai belongs to the Tai language family which extends from southern China into Northern 
Burma and Vietnam, through Laos and Thailand and down to the southern Thai border 
with Malaysia. There are many languages in the Tai family. In Thailand they include Central 
Thai (the official language of the country and the language in this book), Southern Thai, 
Northern Thai, and Laotian, or Isan as it’s called in Thailand. These four main languages are 
further divided into many regional varieties. Central Thai, Northern Thai, and Laotian all 
have individual, though similar, writing systems, derived from Sanskrit.

Learning a second language isn’t easy for most people. It requires study, practice, and most 
importantly using the language in real situations. Thailand is an especially easy country for 
learning a language because people are always happy to hear you speak, and the relaxed 
atmosphere gives you the chance to keep trying. 
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Probably the hardest thing about Thai is the pronunciation. Some sounds are very different from those in 
Western languages and every word or syllable is pronounced with a specific tone and vowel length. What’s 
easy about Thai is its straightforward grammar which has no verb conjugations or changes in pronouns.

All books for learning Thai require a transliteration system because beginners can’t read Thai writing. In this 
book words are spelled using the English alphabet only with no additional phonetic symbols. Tone markers 
are visual to make tones easier to say and remember.

The spelling system here is similar to that used on street and highway signs in Thailand but with a few 
differences to make correct pronunciation easier for users of this book. The k/g sound (a hard, unaspirated 
“k”) is written here with the letter “g”, not the usual “k”, while the aspirated, breathy “k” sound, usually 
“kh”, is here written as “k” alone. Therefore “eat rice” is written gin kao, not the usual kin khao, and “chicken” 
and “egg” are respectively gai and kai, not kai and khai. The hard “j” sound, usually written “ch”, is better 
represented by “j”, so the word for “province” is written jang-wat, not chang-wat. There is no “v” sound in 
Thai. It’s actually a “w” in words like Sukhumvit (pronounced Soo-koom-wit). British systems often use the 
letter “r” to transliterate vowel sounds, but it isn’t used here because Americans will actually pronounce the 
“r”. Here the usual sam-lor (3-wheeled taxi) is written sam-law, and ngern for “money” is ngeuhn.

Tones and Vowel Length

Thai, like Chinese and Vietnamese, is a tonal language. Thai has five tones, and every one-syllable word or 
each syllable of a multi-syllable word is pronounced with one of the tones, plus one of two vowel lengths 
– long or short. This makes a total of ten possible pronunciations for every one-syllable word. Usually only 
one of the pronunciations has a meaning, but there are many “homonyms” in Thai, for example, mai and 
kao both have seven common meanings with different tones and/or vowel lengths. For beginners, though, 
people will generally be able to understand you if you don’t pronounce the tones and vowel lengths properly, 
but they may try to correct your pronunciation.

Vowel lengths are as important as tones. Words or syllables with short-length vowels are pronounced quickly, 
while those with long-length vowels are held out longer. In this book’s text, pronunciation of words with 
long-length vowels is described with the tone only – “mid”, “falling”, etc, while those with short-length 
vowels are identified as “mid/short”, “falling/short”, etc.

Following are the five tones, each with two vowel lengths. Listen to a Thai speaker pronounce the examples.

1. mid tone – Speak in a normal voice. Not marked, but if it has a short vowel length it has an asterisk.

Pronunciation

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   10 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   11 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   12 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   13 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   14 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   15 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   16 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   17 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   18 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   19 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   20 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   21 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   22 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   23 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   24 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   25 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   26 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   27 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   28 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   29 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   30 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   31 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   32 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   33 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   34 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   35 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   36 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   37 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   38 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   39 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   40 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   41 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   42 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   43 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   44 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   45 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   46 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   47 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   48 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   49 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   50 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   51 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   52 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   53 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   54 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   55 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   56 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   57 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   58 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   59 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   60 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   61 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   62 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   63 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   64 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   65 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   66 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   67 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   68 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   69 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   70 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   71 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   72 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   73 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   74 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   75 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   76 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   77 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   78 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   79 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   80 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   81 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   82 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   83 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   84 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   85 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   86 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   87 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   88 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   89 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   90 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   91 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   92 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   93 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   94 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   95 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   96 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   97 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   98 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   99 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   100 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   101 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   102 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   103 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   104 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   105 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   106 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   107 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   108 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   109 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   110 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   111 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   112 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   113 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   114 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   115 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   116 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   117 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   118 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   119 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   120 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   121 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   122 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   123 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   124 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   125 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   126 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   127 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   128 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   129 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   130 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   131 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   132 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   133 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   134 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   135 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   136 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   137 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   138 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   139 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   140 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   141 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   142 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   143 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   144 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   145 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   146 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   147 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   148 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   149 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   150 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   151 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   152 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   153 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   154 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   155 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   156 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   157 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   158 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   159 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   160 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   161 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   162 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   163 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   164 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   165 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   166 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   167 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   168 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   169 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   170 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   171 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   172 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   173 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   174 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   175 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   176 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   177 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   178 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   179 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   180 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   181 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   182 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   183 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   184 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   185 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   186 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   187 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   188 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   189 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   190 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   191 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   192 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   193 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   194 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   195 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   196 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   197 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   198 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   199 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   200 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   201 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   202 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   203 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   204 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   205 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   206 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   207 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   208 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   209 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English-Thai Dictionary

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   210 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  209

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   211 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



210 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   212 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  211

 

 

  

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   213 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



212 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

 

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   214 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  213

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   215 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



214 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   216 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  215

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   217 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



216 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   218 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  217

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   219 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



218 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

 

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   220 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  219

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   221 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



220 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

  

  

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   222 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  221

 

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   223 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



222 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   224 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  223

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   225 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



224 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

 

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   226 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  225

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   227 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



226 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   228 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  227

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   229 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



228 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   230 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



English - Thai  Dictionary  ________________________________________________________________________________  229

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   231 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



230 _______________________________________________________________________________________  Eessential  Thai

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   232 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



Notes

AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   233 15/10/2562 BE   16:35



AW  Essential Thai (189x246 mm).indd   234 15/10/2562 BE   16:35


